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Gary overcomes a “temporal problem”

It was 11:00pm on a Thursday 
night. I was coming home from 
one of our last meetings at the 
campus in LaCrosse, Wisconsin. 
Highway 90 was dark and pretty 
deserted as I approached the 
Rochester, MN outskirts. 

My headlights suddenly went dim 
and the only bright light was a red 
one on my dashboard. I recognized 
the symptoms. After I pleaded with 
God, the limo coughed and 
choked its way to a desolate gas 
station, just closing. It was the 
alternator… again. I had two 
options: find a place to stay in the 
area (it was now about midnight) 
or have a 70-mile ride home in a 
tow truck. I opted for the tow. 

I am on a first name basis with 
mechanics in at least four auto 
repair places in Northfield. I have 
mixed feelings about that. The tow 
truck arrived and after the young 
driver hoisted my vehicle, I 
climbed into the cab. In the midst 
of our hour-plus drive, I engaged 
my new friend in a conversation 
that led to religion. Specifically, we 
talked about providence and 
chance. 

We were well into the subject 
when I said something  like, “You 
better become a Christian because 
my side of our providential 
meeting is costing  me a lot of 
money.” 

We both laughed, but there was a 
sober truth working  in his heart. 
After hearing  the gospel he was 
eager to pray as we cruised down 
Highway 52. Eternal purposes are 
of ten accomplished through 
temporal problems.

Tow Truck Evangelism: Providence in Temporal Problems
by Gary Gilbertson

Priscilla and Lucas were 
married on June 9, 2012.

South Sudan endured 30 years of 
civil war in which the Christians 
were brutally persecuted. Evelyn 
Kamsin escaped the war with her 
then four children (now she has 
six). They walked by night for two 
years avoiding dangerous armies. 
They sang hymns when they had 
only roots and leaves to eat. 
Finally they reached the Kenyan 
border and, after time in a refugee 
camp, were able to emigrate to 
the United States. 

Prepare Ministries had already 
been praying  for Sudan (especially 
for persecuted Christians) when 
we met the Kamsin family. After 
meeting the family, the Sudan 

Relief Fund (an arm of Prepare 
Ministries)  had a way to send 
funds to specific needs in Sudan. 
We then started Softball for 
Sudan, an annual summer event 
focused on raising  money and 

awareness for Sudanese aid. 
Sending  bicycles for pastors, 
mosquito nets to protect children 
from malaria, food, and school 
funds for orphans were some of 
the projects funded by Softball for 
Sudan. We sent a zealous young 
believer named Thomas to Bible 
school. Now he wants to build a 
church. We are committed to 
helping  him raise $1000 for the 
church’s roof. 

So why the wedding  photo? The 
young  woman pictured is Priscilla 
Kamsin, Evelyn’s daughter. In 
June, she married a very blessed 
man, Lucas Spaeth. Priscilla was 
only six years old when her family 
began the long  trek to safety and 
freedom. God is good.

Softball for Sudan and the Sudan Relief Fund



Donna is also a talented 
pianist and teacher.

Donna trained a group of Prepare 
leaders in spiritual warfare this June.

 Donna is already making 
significant contacts with 
the Somali community. 

Her quiet, mature nature 
is disarming as she shares 

Jesus with believers and 
unbelievers alike. She is 

currently using her degree 
teaching piano while 

raising support.  We are 
thrilled to have Donna 

join the team!

Donna: Passion for Missions & Ministry
by Donna Swanson     

“As a 1996 graduate of St. Olaf College, 
I was deeply impacted by the weekly 
Bible study. I had a hunger for Jesus 
and for close fellowship with other 
students who shared that passion. A 
trip to Japan with a team from the 
study group fueled a desire to work 
with internationals. After graduating 
from Bible School in Texas, I was a 
student and a missionary in Northern 
Ireland. I am excited now to be back in 
Minnesota and working with Prepare 
Ministries at the University of Minnesota.”  

New LEADERS IN ACTION

Kaitlin: Student Leader
We are grateful for

Kaitlin, who stepped
up to lead a group
at the University of 

Wisconsin-Stout. 
Please pray for 

students like her to 
grow in God as they
serve their campus!

Kaitlin and her husband 
Andy just celebrated their 

one-year anniversary!

Leadership Training
This summer, we are hosting  weekly training meetings for our 
student leaders. These sessions are equipping them to lead 
their groups, live Godly lives, and address hot topics on their 
campuses.  Some topics include: knowing  the Bible, prayer, 
spiritual warfare, homosexuality, how to know the truth, and 
the Holy Spirit. We 
are excited to see 
them grow in 
God this summer!

Staff member David 
Olson (right) talks to 
Prepare leaders about 

leadership and 
honoring authority

Trent graduated from 
St. John’s University in 2011.

Trent’s Story with Prepare
by Trent Eisenbacher

Trent has been with Prepare for over four years.  
As a graduate of St. John’s University, Trent came 
to know Jesus through Christians on campus.   

“It is a honor to serve Prepare as a volunteer staff 
member. I first came to Christ when I was 19, 
just before my sophomore year of college.  I was 
a young  atheist advocate and outspoken against 
anything that had to do with God.  
Praise God for some 
Christians on campus 
who prayed for me and 
for another friend who 
brought me to an event 
put on by the Power 
Team, a group of men 
who share the gospel in 
the midst of displays of 
physical strength.  I was 
unaware they were an 
evangelistic group.  
Through this group, I gave my life to Jesus.   One 
week later, I met Courtney, a former staff 
member, who invited me to Prepare.  Two weeks 
later, I was back at school and attending 
Prepare’s weekly meetings.  

“Four years later, I’m eternally grateful for how 
God used Prepare to walk me through some 
tough situations and gave me the perfect place 
to grow in the Lord.   I desire to help  give others 
the same opportunity that I had through Prepare 
and feel led to join the team at a volunteer staff 
level.  I’m very excited about this opportunity to 
serve and give back to the ministry that has 
brought me to where I am today!”
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Glorifying a good god

by Amanda Rezac

Christian students at Gustavus 
Adolphus College have one 
major thing  in common this 
summer: a strong desire to 
connect with God’s heart 
through fasting  and prayer. This  
spring, roughly 40 Gustavus 
students, faculty, and staff 
dedicated 21 days to fast and 
pray for their campus. They 
committed to pray around the 
clock, scheduling  shifts 24 
hours a day. At the end of the 21 
days, students had much to say 
about God.

Jen Werness (sophomore)  said, 
“I shared the gospel four times 
in four days!” referring  to her 
newfound desire to tell people 
about Jesus.

B r i an Wes te rbu r ( s en io r ) 
described the need to relate 
rightly to non-Christians. He 
said, “The only way I’m going  to 
ge t connected wi th non-
believers is not by just telling 
them they’re wrong, but I also 
need to get to know them, to 
love them, and to continue 
praying for them. I have the 
power to seek the Lord on their 
behalf.”

The fire continued to burn the 
rest of the semester as students 
met regularly to pray. Now there 
are many students committed to 
praying throughout the summer 
for each other and for vision to 
reach more students in the fall.  
Check out this link for stories: 
http://thegac21.wordpress.com.

Prayer at Gustavus... Let the Fire Burn!

Margo’s Answered Prayer

Yea, God! Margo Pew received a new 
laptop! A friend recently gave one to her 
so she could use it in her home. 

Margo has been a devoted friend, 
administrator, and intercessor for Prepare 
Ministries for years. We have been 
praying for God’s healing  and financial 
blessing in her life. Because of health 
issues, her ministry activities have been 
restricted to prayer and some phone 
counseling  from home. We are trusting 
for full recovery so she can resume her 
former work as well as travel to Sudan--
where she has had a clear call from God 
for years.  In the meantime, she would 
love to pray for you! 

If you need prayer, feel free to call Margo 
at 507.663.8805 or send an email to:  
info@prepareministries.com. 

Margo Pew is a long-time friend of Prepare 
and fellow minister of the gospel.

A New Believer’s Party for Mihn

A very cold Mihn celebrates 
his new relationship with Jesus.

Mihn invited friends Paula, 
Luke, and Gary to get wet.

Mihn recently went on a life-changing  missions trip. He 
gave his life to God and to His service. Shortly after that, 
Mihn said, “I want to be baptized and I want my family 
there.” So on a very brisk April day, Mihn’s family, high 
school friends, and new college friends celebrated his 
newfound faith in Jesus as Mihn was baptized. Mihn’s 
friends Paula and Luke have been very instrumental in 
Mihn's Christian growth. Together, they will serve as 
student leaders this fall at St. Cloud State University.
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State fair bakers Marjorie Johnson 
(left) and Stella Gilbertson (right)

Stella’s Recipe Corner
Apple Pecan Craisin Cole Slaw

This fun and tasty summer recipe 
makes 6-8 servings.

Dressing:
  - 1 cup mayonnaise (not 
      salad dressing)
  - 1/4 to 1/3 cup sugar
  - 2 tablespoons white or 
      apple cider vinegar
  - 1 to 2 tablespoons milk to 
      thin out if dressing is too 
      thick
  Mix well together. Add milk as 
  needed.

Salad:
  - 1/2 to 1 cup large pecan 
      pieces or halves
  - 2 tablespoons butter, 
      melted
  - Salt (optional)
  - 1 bag (16-ounces) of 
      shredded cole slaw mix
  - 1 or 2 chopped apples 
      (seeded but not peeled)
  - 1 to 1 1/2 cups of craisins

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Toss pecans in a bowl with  melted butter.  
Place the pecans in a rimmed baking sheet, and bake them at 350 degrees for 
10 minutes.  Remove the pecans from oven, and place them on paper towels. 
Sprinkle light salt on them if desired. Cool the pecans, and set them aside.  Toss 
the slaw mix, chopped apples, and craisins together in a large bowl.   Add 
dressing as desired, and chill the mix for at least 1 hour. Just before serving, add 
the toasted pecans. Refrigerate any leftovers.

Upcoming events

Gary sharing a message at an 
all-campus gathering at the Gill’s

What: sleepover, dinner, worship, 
an epic message, and fun! 

Where: The Gill residence 
1760 Lake Lucy Road in Excelsior, MN

Time: 6:30pm - 8:00am 
(join us for Softball for Sudan the 

following morning)

Pack: sleeping bag, pillow, Bible, pen 
and notebook, toiletries, towel

July 27th All-Campus Gathering

July 28th Softball for Sudan

What: a fundraiser for Sudanese outreach

Where: Excelsior Commons at Lake 
Minnetonka 

Time: 9:00am - 6:00pm

Cost: $50 paid to “Sudan Relief Fund” 
or raise $50 in pledge donations. 

Get a t-shirt and a chance for a prize!
 

Proceeds from the event will help fund 
the construction of a church roof in 

Sudan.  To get involved, please contact 
Drew at 763.442.2441 or 
Drew.Wiczek@gmail.com.

A ball gets smashed into center 
field at last year’s event
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Praying with Prepare...
Your prayers make a tremendous 
impact!  Join us in praying for...

✓ Students to receive God’s free 
gift of salvation by faith in Jesus.

✓ Wisdom in leading  and training 
students to reach their campuses.

✓ Continued vision  to reach more 
students with the gospel.

Partner financially...
Your tax deductible contributions 
may be sent to our main office.  
Please be sure to designate a 
specific missionary or “general 
fund” in a separate note.

Prepare Ministries
12901 Roberts Drive

Eden Prairie, MN 55346

Or give online at:
www.PrepareMinistries.com

   Amanda Rezac
   David and Catherine Olson

Derrick Biggs
  Donna Swanson 

Gary and Stella Gilbertson
  Margo Pew
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